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Where are we?
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JJM: 79.77% households with tap water 

connection

AMRUT: 70% households with tap 

(Economic Survey 2024-25)

Source: JMP Data

Source: SBM-G Dashboard, accessed on 7th 

Feb 2025

Source: Economic Survey 2024-25

Total ODF Plus villages as on 7 

Feb 2025 is 563242 (96%)
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Income wise coverage
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Development wise coverage
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Political stability
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How is it going?
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- not everyone has access to safely 

managed water and sanitation 

services.

- income levels, political stability and 

development affect access to services. 

- not to say that all people living in high-

income and politically stable countries 

have access to safely managed 

services. 

- the marginalised, even in such 

contexts, get left behind
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Who is left behind?
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Why GESI based System Strengthening?
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• Individuals/households/communities left out 

are often an afterthought

• Services as planned for everyone may not 

work for those marginalized

• Exclusion, of even a few, impacts overall 

public health, economy, environment and 

well-being.

• Effective WASH systems strengthening 

requires integrating social and technical 

initiatives, with Gender Equity and Social 

Inclusion (GESI) as a core component

Source: WASH System, Source: Huston and Moriarty, 2018
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Integrating GESI in the WASH system
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Policy

•WASH policy acknowledges marginalized communities in the country, prioritising inclusive 
development. Enabling policies for access to services, and their decision making for the 
same (not adding burden, positive discrimination) 

•Any other policy/legislation for affirmative action to ensure basic services to marginalized

Institutions
•Representation across levels and functions –  3 pillars – elected representatives, 

bureaucracy, technocrats

•Education/capacity building, support mechanism at workplace

Planning 

•Plans factor in the needs of women, people with disabilities and those marginalized

• Inclusion of women and other marginalized groups in planning  for services,

•Meaningful participation in planning processes

Finance 

•Budgets for affirmative action – for access to sustainable services, behaviour change 
initiatives, for capacities, for monitoring, etc.  

•Gender budgeting – allocation, expenditure. Transparency

•Allocation/expenditure for specifically for basic public services for marginalized 

Infrastructure 
•Considering women and other marginalized communities in the planning and 

implementation of infrastructure and services

Monitoring
•Disaggregated data to inform planning and decision making (access, use, ease/time to 

access) based on gender, people with disabilities, and other key groups marginalized in that 
context 

Learning and Adaptation
•Voices of marginalized communities to be part of the sector reflection and learning 

platforms
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Scale of Integrating GESI in WASH System
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Source: Adapted from: Pederson, A., Greaves, L., and Poole, N. (2015). ‘Gender transformative health promotion for women – a 

framework for action’, Health Promotion International, vol. 30, no. 1, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25231058.
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How?
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• On average, women hold only 18% of jobs 

in water utilities (World Bank, 2019).

• Women are the minority in government 

WASH jobs (GLAAS 2021/2022 data, UN 

Water, 2022). 

• Less than a third of countries report 

having high participation of women in rural 

water supply management (GLASS 2022)
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How?
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3 questions to ask for effective 

planning: 

1. What has been planned? 

2. For whom?

3. By whom?
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How?
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• Dedicated budgets

• Targeted investments (subsidies)

• Use of inclusive budgeting tools

• Budgets to make interventions in 

other building blocks inclusive.

• Budget tracking capacity.
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Context matters
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an understanding of the socio-cultural 

norms is crucial for selection/ 

prioritising appropriate 

interventions/efforts that are:

• Relevant and appropriate

• Efficient and effective

• Not causing harm

In your context, what challenges or 

enablers do you see in strengthening 

WASH systems with GESI?



15

Thank You
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Global South Academic Conclave on WASH and Climate 2025Global South Academic Conclave on WASH and Climate 2025

shiny@ircwash.org
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